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Four Rules of Handling Firearms 
 
Handling of firearms correctly and safely is paramount to yours and everyone’s safety. As 
previously mentioned, you will be required to know and be able to repeat the Four Rules of 
Handling Firearms.  
 
You may be asked at any time to repeat any rule by number or keyword especially on the 
range. 
 
To memorize, try using the following mnemonics:  

• LTMT (pronounced: “light-might”) 
or 
• Loaded 
• Trigger 
• Muzzle 
• Target 

 
The Rules: 

1. Treat all firearms as if they are loaded 
2. Keep your finger straight and off the trigger  
3. Never let your muzzle cross anything you are unwilling to destroy 
4. Be sure of your target and what is beyond it 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


